THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
S. A. Obergruppenfuehrer (Upper Group Leader)
Brueckner, his first personal A.D.G. He has Hitler's
greatest confidence. Then A.D.C. number two, S.S.
Group Leader Schaub, a youngish bully who is more of
a bodyguard than an A.D.C.
The military A.D.s, Colonel Schmundt and Captains
Bedow and Engel, have the task of instructing Hitler
tactfully in military etiquette. They have, also, the difficult
task of translating the Fuehrer's rather incoherent military
orders into a language which officers and men of the
forces will understand.
One of Hitler's personal A.D.C.s died in Poland.
It was young S.S. Upper Storm Leader Bahls, who was
only 22 when a mysterious illness finished him off. Hitler
shed tears when told about his death. Then he appointed
Captain Albrecht, his naval A.D.C., in Bahls' place.
An important man in this group is dispatch rider
Wuensche, S.S. Upper Storm Leader, who carries Hider's
personal messages. He is a man who can obtain entry,
into the studies, even the bedrooms of Nazi Germany's
leading men at any time of day or night.
Frequently Hitler sends him out with only verbal
messages. But that is apt to cause confusion. Goering,
for instance, thinks Wuensche is so stupid that he always
sends his own dispatch rider back to Hitler to check up
on any messages.
Never missing in Hitler's headquarters is General
Keitel, the Chief of the High Command of the Army.
Along with General Jodl he receives Hitler's orders and
he has the task of obtaining the active generals' approval
of these orders. A perfect Yes-man, Keitel admires Hitler
for his courage and his initiative in giving orders. Very
ofr^a he himself cannot muster the courage to pass them
on. Jodl is a far more energetic figure.